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Abstract 
This study examines the use of anaphoric reference in Joyce Carol Oates' "Where Are You 

Going, Where Have You Been?" short story. Anaphoric reference is a literary technique that 
influences the narrative structure, character development, and thematic exploration of the story. 
The study uses a qualitative approach to analyze the narrative structure, character development, 
and thematic elements influenced by anaphoric reference. Anaphoric references contribute to the 
narrative's coherence and progression, establishing meaningful connections between events. They 
also aid in character development, revealing traits, motivations, and relationships. Anaphoric 
references also reinforce the story's thematic exploration, including themes of identity, 
vulnerability, power dynamics, and loss of innocence. The findings provide valuable insights into 
Oates' storytelling prowess and the enduring significance of "Where Are You Going, Where Have 
You Been" in the literary canon. The research enhances our appreciation of Oates' storytelling 
prowess and the enduring significance of "Where Are You Going, Where Have You Been" in the 
literary canon. 
Keywords:  Anaphoric reference, narrative coherence, thematic exploration 

Introduction 

Joyce Carol Oates' "Where Are You Going, Where Have You Been" is a remarkable and 
enduring work of literature that has resonated with readers since its publication in 1966. This 
thought-provoking short story has captivated audiences for over five decades, primarily due to its 
chilling portrayal of the vulnerabilities and dangers faced by young individuals. Through the 
unsettling encounter between Connie, a teenage girl, and Arnold Friend, a mysterious stranger, 
Oates delves deep into the darker aspects of human nature and explores complex themes that 
continue to be relevant today. 

 While the plot itself is undeniably captivating, what sets "Where Are You Going, Where 
Have You Been" apart is Oates' masterful use of various literary techniques to enhance the 
narrative and delve into profound themes. Oates demonstrates her skill as a writer by employing 
vivid imagery, rich symbolism, and evocative language, all of which contribute to the story's 
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haunting and unsettling atmosphere. These techniques not only engage the reader's senses but also 
invite them to contemplate the deeper layers of meaning within the narrative. 

Oates' storytelling is characterized by her ability to create complex characters, such as 
Connie, a teenage girl navigating adolescence. Her portrayal of Connie's desires, insecurities, and 
rebellious nature is relatable and authentic. The antagonist, Arnold Friend, embodies sinister 
charisma that both fascinates and repels the reader. Oates explores themes of identity, sexuality, 
and youth vulnerability in a society that often fails to protect vulnerable members. "Where Are 
You Going, Where Have You Been" addresses the loss of innocence and the harsh realities of the 
world. The story contrasts Connie's naive longing for independence with Arnold Friend's predatory 
nature, forcing the reader to confront the dangers beyond youth. The exploration of power 
dynamics and manipulation serves as a cautionary tale about the consequences of unchecked 
desires and the importance of self-awareness. 

In Joyce Carol Oates' "Where Are You Going, Where Have You Been," anaphoric 
reference is a powerful literary technique that enhances the narrative and creates tension. 
Anaphoric reference involves the repetition of a word or phrase at the beginning of successive 
sentences or clauses, linking them together and emphasizing their significance. The phrase "where 
are you going, where have you been" serves as the story's title and is repeated several times within 
the narrative, providing a structural framework and highlighting the central theme of exploration 
and self-discovery. 

By utilizing anaphoric reference, Oates effectively reinforces key themes, develops 
characters, and builds tension in the story. This research aims to analyze the significance and 
impact of anaphoric references in Oates' work, exploring the broader literary context, analyzing 
the utilization of anaphora as a literary technique, and reviewing existing scholarly research on 
anaphora in literature. 
Anaphora 

 Yule (1996) defines reference in discourse as the act of connecting one phrase to the next 
in order to illustrate a point made in a speech. Anaphora is a form of reference that is employed in 
linguistic analysis.  A "reference" is a precise element within a phrase that relates to something 
mentioned in the text. As per Bublitz & Norrick (2011), the reference serves as a consistent 
connection between expressions and the entities they depict. References, in the realm of language 
and communication, are particular components within a phrase that connect to something 
previously mentioned in the text. They provide a means of linking expressions to the entities they 
represent. Anaphora, as defined by Crystal(1980) is a cohesive linguistic process that refers back 
to previously expressed units or meanings. However, it is not enough to create a text consisting 
solely of a sequence of clauses or sentences. 

Anaphoric relationship is "any activity that involves looking back in texts to locate the 
referent," according to Azzouz (2009:28). As previously stated, this signifies that any cohesive 
devices of references whose relationships are situated on the left are said to be anaphoric 
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references. In "Where Are You Going, Where Have You Been?" references intricately weave 
through the fabric of the narrative, contributing to its overall texture and depth.  
Significance of the study 

This study explores the use of anaphoric allusions in Joyce Carol Oates' "Where Are You 
Going, Where Have You Been?" focusing on their role in narrative structure, character 
development, psychology, subject exploration, reader engagement, and stylistic choices.  

Anaphoric references are used to create narrative coherence, providing insights into 
characters' thoughts, emotions, and motivations.  

Anaphoric references reveal underlying patterns and symbolic relationships, deepening the 
reader's understanding of the book and its events. Key themes include the gradual loss of 
innocence, hierarchical dynamics, and the exploration of individual identity.  

Anaphoric references may also reveal symbolic associations that enhance the reader's 
understanding of the book and its events. The study highlights the usefulness of anaphoric 
references in enhancing the overall literary experience, captivating readers, and evoking emotional 
reactions.  

The results underscore the importance of including anaphoric references in literary works 
and their potential influence on readers. 
Approach  

The study utilized a close reading method to identify and evaluate the anaphoric references 
in "Where Are You Going, Where Have You Been?", focusing on those that significantly impact 
the story's structure, character development, and theme exploration. However, the subjective 
nature of close reading may limit interpretation, necessitating acknowledgment of these 
limitations. 
Limitation 

The close reading approach in "Where Are You Going, Where Have You Been?" provides 
a detailed analysis of anaphoric references, but it may overlook other important literary devices or 
themes. Additionally, different readers may interpret these references differently, leading to 
varying conclusions about their significance. This study aims to provide a deeper understanding 
of Joyce Carol Oates' storytelling techniques and the psychological elements of her characters by 
examining the usage of anaphoric references. It contributes to the existing body of literary analysis 
by clarifying the significance of anaphoric references in Oates' work and their impact on reader 
involvement and interpretation. This study enhances the larger discourse on narrative strategies 
and enhances comprehension of anaphoric references in Oates' work. 

Since its 1966 release, Joyce Carol Oates' short story "Where Are You Going, Where Have 
You Been" has enthralled readers and academics alike. Oates' deft use of anaphoric reference, a 
literary trick that is vital to the plot and character development, is one element that has attracted a 
lot of attention. This literature review aims to explore scholarly discussions surrounding the use of 
anaphoric reference in Oates' work, focusing specifically on its application in "Where Are You 
Going, Where Have You Been." In fact, most critics focus on the story as a contemporary fable 
that exposes the hollowness and desolation of modern values and life. Simpson, Paul in his volume, 
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Stylistics: A Resource Book for Students claims that “Literature is, by definition, written 
language.” (p14) He means that literature like narrative genre is prone to linguistic interpretation. 
Thence, Simpson emphasize the importance of the grammar based discourse analysis, but he didn’t 
mention anaphora in his essay. He focused mainly on grammatical rules’ application on literary 
texts mainly poetry.  

Regarding Oates' use of anaphoric reference in the story, scholars have proposed a variety 
of interpretations. According to Susan Kappeler (1990), “Connie's internal struggle between her 
dread of growing up and her longing for independence is reflected in the phrase's repetition.” (pp. 
15–32). Even while previous research offers insightful analysis of the anaphoric reference used in 
"Where Are You Going, Where Have You Been," there are still unexplored research areas. To 
obtain a fuller grasp of the story's complex narrative structure, future research should examine how 
Oates's use of anaphoric reference intersects with other narrative devices like focalization and free 
indirect discourse. This is the primary source text of the short story itself. It depicts the character 
of Connie as a modern girl living in an intellectually empty society.  

Likewise, in the article “In Critical Insights: Short Fiction of Joyce Carol Oates”, Johnson's 
analysis delves into the symbolism and characterization in Oates' story, including discussions 
relevant to anaphoric reference (pp. 139-153). Regarding subject and theme, Halliday, M. A. K., 
and Ruqaiya Hasan. Cohesion in English admit that “since the spectrum of possibilities in 
linguistic theory construction is much broader and more variegated than students of linguistics 
have perhaps been led to believe.” (p4) Waggoner, Hyatt H. in his book, Joyce Carol Oates: 
Conversations includes interviews with Oates where she discusses her writing process and the 
thematic elements of her stories, which could provide insights into her use of anaphoric reference 
in "Where Are You Going, Where Have You Been.". However, he just depict the modern society’s 
ethical issues.  
Research Gap 

The study aims to address the existing deficiencies in literature, as literary critics often rely 
on textual evidence to support their claims. The literature survey revealed that none of the critics 
had previously addressed the subject of anaphora or examined the text in terms of linguistic 
patterns. This has resulted in the neglect and hardly use of anaphora in the study of short tales, 
particularly in the narrative "Where Are You Going, Where Have You Been?" Typically, authors 
use anaphora in poetry but refrain from using it in narrative form. The study aims to address these 
deficiencies within the literature framework. 
1. Use a discourse-based grammar connecting form, function, and context.  
2. Use a discourse-based analysis  
3. Literary Context: Examine the wider literary context of fictional anaphors, especially as they 
relate to short stories or other works written during the same time period as Joyce Carol Oates. 
4. Anaphoric reference's role in the story: Examine how it affects the story's overarching theme 
and narrative structure. What particular impressions does it give the reader?  
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5. Psychoanalytical Interpretation: To understand the story's usage of anaphoric reference, think 
about from a psychoanalytical perspective. In what ways does it mirror the characters' irrational 
fears, wants, or mental states?  
6. Characterization: Examine how Connie, Arnold Friend, and other characters in the story are 
portrayed using anaphoric reference. In what ways does it disclose their innermost feelings, drives, 
and conflicts?  
7. Gender Dynamics: Apply anaphoric reference to examine the gender dynamics at work in the 
narrative. In what ways does Oates' use of language represent gender roles and power dynamics in 
society?  
8. Cultural Commentary: Take into account how the story's anaphoric references allude to larger 
societal concerns or fears of the era in which it is set or was written. In what ways does it make 
observations about topics like youth culture, suburban living, and the American Dream?  
9. Reader Reaction: Examine how the reader reacts to the story's usage of anaphoric references. In 
what ways does it appeal to or contradict the reader's feelings, expectations, or beliefs?  

Research Objectives 

The study seeks to achieve the following objectives:  
1. Identify Anaphoric References: Systematically identify and categorize instances of 

anaphoric references within the story.  
2. Analyze Narrative Structure: Investigate how anaphoric references influence the overall 

coherence and progression of the narrative.  
3. Explore Character Development: Examine the impact of anaphoric references on 

character traits, motivations, and relationships. 
 4. Uncover Thematic Elements: Investigate the thematic exploration facilitated by 

anaphoric references, including identity, vulnerability, power dynamics, and the loss of innocence. 

By examining the anaphoric references in this story, this study not only contributes to the 
understanding of Oates' narrative techniques but also adds to the ongoing discourse surrounding 
narrative strategies in literature. 

Research Method 

This study employed a qualitative research design, which is a method that aims to 
understand and interpret social phenomena through the collection of non-numerical data. In this 
case, the researcher used qualitative methods to identify and analyze patterns and themes in the 
text of "Where Are You Going, Where Have You Been?". Saldana (2013) states that the 
proficiency with which the researcher and main research instrument perform their tasks is a crucial 
aspect in composing a qualitative report.  The research tool utilized in this study is the story "Where 
Are You Going, Where Have You Been?". This enables a thorough exploration of the story's 
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themes and characters and the uncovering of hidden layers of symbolism and psychological 
complexities. 
Anaphoric reference definition in the context of the study 

Anaphoric reference refers to the use of pronouns, phrases, or words that refer back to a 
previously mentioned word or phrase. In the context of this study, an anaphoric reference is the 
strategic use of linguistic repetitions by Joyce Carol Oates in her story "Where Are You Going, 
Where Have You Been?". These repetitions serve to create narrative coherence, contribute to the 
structure of the story, and reveal the intricacies of the protagonist, Connie. These repetitions also 
help to establish a sense of tension and ambiguity throughout the narrative. 
Research Questions 

The study addresses the following research questions: 
1. How does Joyce Carol Oates strategically employ anaphoric reference to weave narrative 
coherence in "Where Are You Going, Where Have You Been?" 
2. In what ways do anaphoric references contribute to the narrative structure of the story and to 
character development, revealing the intricacies of the protagonist, Connie? 
3. How do these linguistic repetitions reinforce the thematic exploration of identity, vulnerability, 
power dynamics, and the loss of innocence? 

In unravelling these questions, this research seeks to provide a comprehensive 
understanding of Oates' deliberate use of anaphoric reference and its implications on the narrative 
tapestry of "Where Are You Going, Where Have You Been?". The findings promise to enrich our 
appreciation of the story's complexity and contribute to the broader discourse on Oates' literary 
craftsmanship. 
Potential Limitations 

While this study aims to provide a comprehensive understanding of Oates' deliberate use 
of anaphoric reference in "Where Are You Going, Where Have You Been?" it is important to 
acknowledge certain limitations. One limitation is the focus solely on the use of anaphoric 
reference, which may overlook other important literary techniques employed by Oates in the story. 
Additionally, the analysis is based on a single story by Oates, which may limit the generalizability 
of the findings. Future research could explore a broader range of Oates' works to further examine 
her use of linguistic repetitions and their implications. 
Data collection 

The story "Where Are You Going, Where Have You Been?" by Joyce Carol Oates was 
chosen as the source of data for several reasons. First, the story explores themes of adolescence, 
identity, and the power dynamics between men and women, which align with the research question 
on the portrayal of female characters in literature. Second, the story has been widely studied and 
analyzed by scholars, making it a rich source of existing literature and critical discussions. Lastly, 
the story's nuanced and complex characters provide ample opportunities for in-depth analysis and 
interpretation. 
Data Analysis  
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Thematic analysis is a systematic method for analyzing qualitative data. It involves 
familiarizing oneself with the data, generating initial codes, searching for themes, reviewing 
themes, defining and naming themes, and producing the final analysis. In this study, the 
researchers familiarized themselves with the story "Where Are You Going, Where Have You 
Been?" by reading it multiple times and taking detailed notes. They then generated initial codes 
by highlighting and categorizing sections related to the research question. They then searched for 
themes by identifying patterns and refining themes through multiple iterations. 

Analysis on the literary context and anaphoric reference in the story  

"She was fifteen and she had a quick, nervous giggling habit of craning her neck to glance 
into mirrors or checking other people’s faces to make sure her own was all right." 

The anaphoric reference here is the pronoun "she," which refers back to the unnamed 
protagonist mentioned earlier in the text. It establishes continuity and maintains the focus on the 
protagonist. 
"Her mother, who noticed everything and knew everything and who hadn’~ much reason 
any longer to look at her own face, always scolded Connie about it." 

The possessive pronoun "her" refers to the protagonist's mother, connecting her to the 
previous mention and maintaining coherence in the narrative. 
"Stop gawking at yourself. Who are you? You think you’re so pretty?" she would say. 

The pronoun "you" is an anaphoric reference that refers to the protagonist, Connie. It 
reinforces the dialogue between Connie and her mother, highlighting their relationship and 
conflicts. 
"Connie would raise her eyebrows at these familiar old complaints and look right through 
her mother, into a shadowy vision of herself as she was right at that moment: she knew she 
was pretty and that was everything." 

The pronouns "her" and "she" refer back to Connie, emphasizing her self-perception and 
the importance she places on her physical attractiveness. The anaphoric reference enhances the 
character development and reveals Connie's internal thoughts and confidence. 
"Her mother had been pretty once too, if you could believe those old snapshots in the album, 
but now her looks were gone and that was why she was always after Connie." 

The possessive pronoun "her" refers to the protagonist's mother, connecting her to the 
previous mention and maintaining coherence in the narrative. It also highlights the contrast 
between the mother's lost beauty and Connie's perceived attractiveness. 
Discussion: These anaphoric references contribute to the narrative by establishing coherence, 
deepening character development, and exploring themes such as self-perception, beauty, and 
familial relationships. They create a sense of familiarity and continuity within the text, allowing 
readers to engage with the story's events and characters more effectively. 
Why don’t you keep your room clean like your sister?" 

The possessive pronoun "your" refers to the person being addressed, emphasizing the 
comparison between the cleanliness of their room and that of their sister's room. 
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"How’ve you got your hair fixed what the hell stinks?" 
The pronoun "you" is an anaphoric reference that refers back to the person being addressed. 

It maintains the focus on their appearance and hygiene. 
"You don’t see your sister using that junk." 

The possessive pronoun "your" refers to the person being addressed, highlighting the 
contrast between their actions and those of their sister. 
"Her sister June was twenty-four and still lived at home." 

The possessive pronoun "her" refers to the sister mentioned earlier, establishing continuity 
and maintaining coherence in the narrative. 
"June did this, June did that, she saved money and helped clean the house and cooked, and 
Connie couldn’t do a thing." 

The pronouns "June" and "she" refer back to Connie's sister, emphasizing her actions and 
accomplishments. These anaphoric references contrast June's responsible behavior with Connie's 
perceived lack of contribution. 
"Connie wished her mother was dead and she herself was dead and it was all over." 

The pronouns "her" and "she" refer back to Connie's mother and Connie herself, 
respectively. These anaphoric references highlight Connie's frustration and desire for escape. 
"She makes me want to throw up sometimes," she complained to her friends. 

The pronoun "she" refers back to Connie's mother, emphasizing her negative feelings and 
the impact her mother's behavior has on her. 
Discussion: These anaphoric references contribute to the narrative by establishing coherence, 
highlighting relationships and contrasts between characters, and exploring the themes of family 
dynamics, self-perception, and frustration. They allow readers to follow the story's events and 
understand the emotions and experiences of the characters more effective. 
“They must have been familiar sights, walking around the shopping plaza in their shorts and 
flat ballerina slippers that always scuffed the sidewalk, with charm bracelets jingling on their 
thin wrists; they would lean together to whisper and laugh secretly if someone passed who 
amused or interested them." 

The pronoun "they" refers to a group of people, likely including the protagonist, Connie, 
and her friends. It establishes continuity and maintains the focus on the group's actions and 
behaviors. 
"Connie had long dark blond hair that drew anyone's eye to it, and she wore part of it pulled 
up on her head and puffed out and the rest of it she let fall down her back." 

The pronoun "she" refers back to Connie, emphasizing her physical appearance and 
hairstyle. 
"Everything about her had two sides to it, one for home and one for anywhere that was not 
home: her walk, which could be childlike and bobbing, or languid enough to make anyone 
think she was hearing music in her head; her mouth, which was pale and smirking most of 
the time, but bright and pink on these evenings out; her laugh, which was cynical and 
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drawling at home—'Ha, ha, very funny,'—but high-pitched and nervous anywhere else, like 
the jingling of the charms on her bracelet." 

The pronoun "her" refers to Connie, emphasizing the dual nature of her behavior and 
appearance in different contexts. 
"Sometimes they did go shopping or to a movie, but sometimes they went across the highway, 
ducking fast across the busy road, to a drive-in restaurant where older kids hung out." 

The pronoun "they" refers back to Connie and her friends, maintaining coherence in the 
narrative and highlighting their activities. 
Discussion: These anaphoric references contribute to the narrative by establishing continuity, 
providing descriptions of characters and their actions, and conveying the contrasting aspects of 
Connie's personality. They allow readers to visualize the scenes and understand the characters' 
behaviors and motivations more effectively. 
"A boy named Eddie came in to talk with them. He sat backwards on his stool, turning 
himself jerkily around in semicircles and then stopping and turning back again, and after a 
while he asked Connie if she would like something to eat." 

The pronoun "them" refers to Connie and her friend, indicating that Eddie came to talk to 
both of them. 
"She said she would and so she tapped her friend's arm on her way out—her friend pulled 
her face up into a brave, droll look—and Connie said she would meet her at eleven, across 
the way." 

The possessive pronoun "her" refers to Connie's friend, emphasizing their interaction and 
coordination of plans. 
"Connie said earnestly, but the boy said that she wouldn't be alone for long." 

The pronoun "she" refers back to Connie, highlighting her concern about leaving her friend 
alone. 
"So they went out to his car, and on the way Connie couldn't help but let her eyes wander 
over the windshields and faces all around her, her face gleaming with a joy that had nothing 
to do with Eddie or even this place; it might have been the music." 

The possessive pronoun "her" refers to Connie, emphasizing her actions and emotions as 
she looks around and experiences a sense of joy. 
"He stared at her and then his lips widened into a grin. Connie slit her eyes at him and turned 
away, but she couldn't help glancing back and there he was, still watching her." 

The pronoun "her" refers back to Connie, describing her interactions with the boy in the 
convertible car. 
"Her girl friend was there, talking with a boy. When Connie came up, the two girls smiled 
at each other and Connie said, 'How was the movie?' and the girl said, 'You should know.'" 

The possessive pronoun "her" refers to Connie's friend, indicating her presence and 
interaction with another boy. 
"Next morning June asked her how the movie was and Connie said, 'So-so.'" 
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The pronoun "her" refers to Connie, indicating that June asked Connie about the movie 
they watched. 
Discussion: These anaphoric references contribute to the narrative by maintaining continuity, 
describing interactions between characters, and conveying Connie's experiences and emotions. 
They help readers follow the sequence of events and understand the relationships and dynamics 
between the characters more effectively. 
"She always drew thick clear lines between herself and such girls, and her mother was simple 
and kind enough to believe it." 

The pronoun "she" refers to Connie, highlighting her behavior of distancing herself from 
other girls and the perception her mother holds about her. 
"Her mother was so simple, Connie thought, that it was maybe cruel to fool her so much." 

The possessive pronoun "her" refers to Connie's mother, emphasizing her simplicity and 
Connie's contemplation about deceiving her. 
"If June's name was mentioned, her mother's tone was approving, and if Connie's name was 
mentioned, it was disapproving." 

The pronoun "her" refers to Connie's mother, indicating her response and attitude towards 
June and Connie respectively. 

"Connie sat out back in a lawn chair and watched them drive away, her father quiet 
and bald, hunched around so that he could back the car out, her mother with a look that was 
still angry and not at all softened through the windshield, and in the back seat poor old June, 
all dressed up as if she didn't know what a barbecue was, with all the running yelling kids 
and the flies." 

The possessive pronouns "her" and "she" refer to Connie's family members, distinguishing 
their roles and appearances in the scene. 
"She shook her head as if to get awake." 

The pronoun "she" refers back to Connie, describing her action of shaking her head. 
"She sat on the edge of her bed, barefoot, and listened for an hour and a half to a program 
called XYZ Sunday Jamboree." 

The pronoun "she" refers to Connie, indicating her activity of sitting on the edge of her bed 
and listening to the radio program. 
Discussion: These anaphoric references contribute to the narrative by maintaining continuity, 
establishing character relationships, and providing details about Connie's thoughts, actions, and 
observations. They help readers follow the story and understand the dynamics within Connie's 
family and her personal experiences. 
"She sat up at once, startled, because it couldn't be her father so soon." 

The pronoun "her" refers to Connie, indicating her reaction and surprise upon hearing a car 
approaching. 
"Her heart began to pound, and her fingers snatched at her hair, checking it, and she 
whispered, 'Christ. Christ,' wondering how bad she looked." 
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The possessive pronoun "her" refers to Connie, emphasizing her physical and emotional 
response as she assesses her appearance. 
"The car came to a stop at the side door, and the horn sounded four short taps, as if this were 
a signal Connie knew." 

The pronoun "this" refers to the horn sounding four short taps, implying that Connie is 
familiar with the signal. 
"She went into the kitchen and approached the door slowly, then hung out the screen door, 
her bare toes curling down off the step." 

The possessive pronoun "her" refers to Connie, describing her actions and physical features 
as she approaches and stands at the screen door. 
"There were two boys in the car, and now she recognized the driver: he had shaggy, shabby 
black hair that looked crazy as a wig, and he was grinning at her." 

The pronoun "she" refers back to Connie, indicating that she recognizes the driver of the 
car and describes his appearance and behavior. 
"'Who the hell do you think you are?' Connie said." 

The pronoun "you" refers to the person Connie is addressing, emphasizing her 
confrontational question. 
Discussion: These anaphoric references contribute to the narrative by maintaining continuity, 
describing Connie's actions and reactions, and conveying her attitude towards the unknown visitor. 
They help readers understand Connie's perspective and engagement with the events unfolding in 
the story. 
"She spoke sullenly, careful to show no interest or pleasure, and he spoke in a fast, bright 
monotone." 

The pronoun "she" refers to Connie, describing her manner of speaking, while the pronoun 
"he" refers to Arnold Friend, indicating his contrasting way of speaking. 
"Connie looked past him to the other boy, taking her time." 

The pronoun "him" refers to Arnold Friend, indicating that Connie diverts her attention to 
the other boy in the car. 
"Both boys wore sunglasses. The driver's glasses were metallic and mirrored everything in 
miniature." 

The possessive pronoun "both" refers to the two boys, distinguishing their sunglasses. The 
possessive pronoun "driver's" specifies that the glasses belong to Arnold Friend, providing further 
detail about his appearance. 
"He lifted his friend's arm and showed her the little transistor radio the boy was holding." 

The possessive pronoun "his" refers to Arnold Friend, indicating that he lifts his friend's 
arm to show Connie the transistor radio. 
"She couldn't decide if she liked him or if he was just a jerk, and so she dawdled in the 
doorway and wouldn't come down or go back inside." 

The pronoun "him" refers to Arnold Friend, highlighting Connie's uncertainty and 
hesitation about her feelings towards him. 
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"He opened the door very carefully, as if he were afraid it might fall off. He slid out just as 
carefully, planting his feet firmly on the ground, the tiny metallic world in his glasses slowing 
down like gelatine hardening." 

The pronoun "he" refers to Arnold Friend, depicting his cautious actions while exiting the 
car and the effect it has on his vision. 
Discussion: These anaphoric references contribute to the narrative by maintaining continuity, 
describing the actions and interactions between Connie and Arnold Friend, and conveying 
Connie's thoughts and feelings about the situation. They help readers understand the dynamics and 
tension in the scene and provide insights into Connie's perspective 
"He laughed as if she had said something funny. He slapped his thighs." 

The pronoun "he" refers to Arnold Friend, describing his reaction and physical actions in 
response to Connie's words. 
"He looked at her. He took off the sunglasses and she saw how pale the skin around his eyes 
was, like holes that were not in shadow but instead in light." 

The pronoun "he" refers to Arnold Friend, emphasizing Connie's observation of his 
appearance and the effect of light on his eyes. 
"Just for a ride, Connie sweetheart." 

The pronoun "Connie" is a direct reference to Connie herself, as Arnold Friend addresses 
her by name. 
"I never said my name was Connie," she said. 

The pronoun "my" refers to Connie, indicating that she is denying the use of her name by 
Arnold Friend. 
"But I know what it is. I know your name and all about you, lots of things," Arnold Friend 
said. 

The pronoun "your" refers to Connie, highlighting Arnold Friend's claim of knowing 
personal information about her. 
"He indicated his friend with a casual jerk of his chin, as if Ellie did not count and she should 
not bother with him." 

The pronoun "he" refers to Arnold Friend, emphasizing his gesture toward his friend Ellie. 

Discussion: These anaphoric references contribute to the narrative by maintaining 
continuity, describing the actions and interactions between Connie and Arnold Friend, and 
conveying the power dynamic between them. They help readers understand the escalating tension 
and Connie's growing unease as Arnold Friend reveals his knowledge about her. 

"Maybe you two better go away," Connie said faintly. 
The pronoun "you" refers to Arnold Friend and Ellie, indicating that Connie wants them to 

leave. 
Throughout the conversation, Connie uses the pronoun "you" to refer to Arnold Friend, 

emphasizing her addressing him directly and expressing her thoughts and concerns. Arnold Friend, 



UNVEILING THE POWER OF ANAPHORIC REFERENCE: EXPLORING ITS USE IN "WHERE ARE YOU GOING, WHERE HAVE YOU BEEN" BY JOYCE CAROL 
OATES 

272 
 

Volume 23, Issue 01, February 2024 
 
 

on the other hand, uses the anaphoric reference "honey" to refer to Connie, emphasizing his 
attempts to establish familiarity and manipulate her. 
Discussion: These anaphoric references contribute to the dialogue by highlighting the power 
dynamic between Connie and Arnold Friend. Connie's use of "you" asserts her agency and attempts 
to distance herself, while Arnold Friend's use of "honey" attempts to create a false sense of 
intimacy and control over Connie. 
"Be nice, honey. Listen." 

The pronoun "honey" refers to Connie, indicating that Arnold Friend is addressing her 
affectionately. 
"Honey," he said, talking right through her voice, "honey, I'm not coming in there but you 
are coming out here. You know why?" 

The pronoun "honey" again refers to Connie, emphasizing Arnold Friend's attempt to 
establish a false sense of familiarity and control over her. 
"You listening, honey? Hey?" 

Once again, the pronoun "honey" refers to Connie, indicating Arnold Friend's continued 
attempt to manipulate and engage her attention. 
"No, your daddy is not coming, and yes, you had to wash your hair, and you washed it for 
me. It's nice and shining and all for me. I thank you sweetheart." 

The pronouns "your" and "you" refer to Connie, emphasizing Arnold Friend's claim that 
Connie's actions (washing her hair) were meant for him. 
Discussion: These anaphoric references contribute to the dialogue by illustrating Arnold Friend's 
manipulative and persuasive tactics. He uses the term "honey" repeatedly to create a false sense of 
intimacy, attempting to gain control over Connie and make her feel special to him. However, these 
references also highlight the power dynamic and the predatory nature of Arnold Friend's intentions. 
"She was hollow with what had been fear but what was now just an emptiness." 

The pronoun "She" refers to Connie, indicating that she is experiencing a sense of 
emptiness after the fear she had previously felt. 
"All that screaming had blasted it out of her." 

The pronoun "her" refers to Connie, emphasizing that the screaming she had gone through 
had expelled the fear or emptiness she was feeling. 
"She sat, one leg cramped under her, and deep inside her brain was something like a pinpoint 
of light that kept going and would not let her relax." 

The pronouns "her" and "her" refer to Connie, indicating that she is feeling discomfort in 
her leg and experiencing a persistent feeling of restlessness in her mind. 
"She thought, I'm not going to see my mother again. She thought, I'm not going to sleep in 
my bed again." 

The pronoun "She" refers to Connie, emphasizing her thoughts about not being able to see 
her mother or sleep in her own bed again. 
"Her bright green blouse was all wet." 

The pronoun "Her" refers to Connie, indicating that her bright green blouse is wet. 
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"She felt her pounding heart. Her hand seemed to enclose it." 
The pronouns "Her" and "her" refer to Connie, highlighting her awareness of her own heart 

pounding and her hand enclosing it. 
"Now come out through the kitchen to me, honey, and let's see a smile, try it, you're a brave, 
sweet little girl..." 

The pronouns "you" and "you're" refer to Connie, as Arnold Friend encourages her to come 
out and displays a patronizing tone. 
Discussion: These anaphoric references help convey Connie's inner thoughts, feelings, and 
physical sensations, as well as depict the actions and manipulative language used by Arnold 
Friend. They contribute to building tension and illustrating Connie's vulnerability and uncertainty 
in the situation. 
Psychoanalytical Interpretation 

In "Where Are You Going, Where Have You Been" by Joyce Carol Oates, a 
psychoanalytical interpretation of the anaphoric references can shed light on the underlying 
psychological dynamics at play. This interpretation focuses on the subconscious desires, fears, and 
conflicts within the characters, particularly Connie, the protagonist, and Arnold Friend, the 
antagonist. 

Arnold Friend's use of the term "honey" in the story can be interpreted as a manipulation 
of Connie's repressed desires for love, attention, and validation. This manipulation is a 
manifestation of Connie's unconscious anxieties about growing up, leaving her childhood behind, 
and facing the unknown and potentially dangerous aspects of adulthood. The allusion to Connie's 
wet blouse suggests that Arnold Friend's deceptive methods and her own internal conflicts and 
fears have an impact on her emotional vulnerability and unease. Connie's pounding heart and the 
sensation of her hand enclosing it are also symbolic representations of her internal struggle 
between her desire for freedom and exploration and her fear of the unknown and potential danger.  

A psychoanalytical interpretation of the anaphoric references in the story highlights the 
unconscious desires, fears, and conflicts within the characters, highlighting the power dynamics, 
manipulation, and internal struggles that drive the narrative and shed light on the complex 
psychological motivations at play. 
Characterization and Gender dynamics 

Joyce Carol Oates' "Where Are You Going, Where Have You Been" explores gender 
dynamics and characterization through anaphoric allusions. Arnold Friend's use of the phrase 
"honey" reveals a power dynamic influenced by gender, reinforcing conventional gender norms 
that dictate women should be passive and obedient. Connie's inner thoughts and worries reveal her 
struggle between conforming to conventional norms and yearning for personal autonomy. Her 
anxieties about losing her sense of security and personal identity highlight the susceptibility and 
inner turmoil experienced by young women as they navigate their journey into maturity. 

The moisture on Connie's shirt symbolizes her unease and susceptibility when confronted 
with Arnold's predatory propositions, highlighting the risks and infringement women may face in 
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a male-dominated society. Connie's palpitations and the tactile sense of her hand grasping her heart 
can be interpreted as tangible expressions of her dread, worry, and inner conflict. 

The anaphoric allusions in this story enhance the depiction of gender relations and 
personality, emphasizing the challenges and susceptibilities faced by young women in a culture 
that often objectifies and undervalues them. The narrative offers a sophisticated examination of 
gender norms and the difficulties faced by women as they strive to establish their autonomy and 
navigate the intricacies of sexual orientation and authority. 
Societal concerns 

"Where Are You Going, Where Have You Been" by Joyce Carol Oates does make observations 
about various societal concerns and fears of the era in which it was written. It provides insights 
into youth culture, suburban living, and the American Dream through its anaphoric references and 
narrative elements. Here's how these topics are addressed in the story: 

Youth Culture: This story delves into the experiences and vulnerabilities of Connie, a young 
teenage girl, as she navigates the complexities of adolescence and explores her budding sexuality. 
The anaphoric references, such as Connie's desires, fears, and conflicts, shed light on the pressures 
and uncertainties faced by young people in a changing society. It examines the tension between 
youthful desires for freedom, independence, and self-expression, and the dangers they can 
encounter when confronted with manipulative and predatory figures like Arnold Friend. 

Suburban Living: The story is set in a suburban environment, depicting the seemingly idyllic 
but suffocating aspects of suburban life. The anaphoric references emphasize Connie's longing for 
something beyond the confines of her suburban home and her dissatisfaction with the mundane 
routines and expectations placed upon her. It reveals the disconnection and isolation experienced 
by individuals within the seemingly homogeneous and conformist suburban communities. 

The American Dream: The story revolves around Arnold Friend, who represents the 
deceptive allure of the American Dream. He embodies the charismatic figure who promises 
excitement, freedom, and love. However, his true intentions and manipulative tactics reveal the 
dangers and disillusionment beneath the surface. The story uses anaphoric references to underscore 
the vulnerability and consequences of pursuing desires without fully understanding the risks 
involved. 

Overall, "Where Are You Going, Where Have You Been" provides observations and critiques 
of youth culture, suburban living, and the American Dream. The anaphoric references and 
narrative elements in the story shed light on the complexities, fears, and dangers faced by 
individuals, particularly young women, as they navigate these societal concerns and strive to find 
their place in an evolving world. 
Readers’ reaction 

The usage of anaphoric references in "Where Are You Going, Where Have You Been" by 
Joyce Carol Oates evokes various reactions from readers and can both appeal to and contradict 
their feelings, expectations, or beliefs. Here are some aspects to consider: 

Building Tension and Unease: The anaphoric references create a sense of tension and 
unease within the reader. The repetition of certain phrases or pronouns, such as "She" and "Her," 
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emphasizes the protagonist Connie's internal turmoil and vulnerability. This can appeal to readers 
who enjoy suspenseful narratives and appreciate the skillful use of language to evoke emotional 
responses. 

Challenging Expectations and Beliefs: The story's anaphoric references can challenge 
readers' expectations and beliefs surrounding gender roles, power dynamics, and societal norms. 
The manipulation and predatory behavior of Arnold Friend may contradict readers' beliefs about 
personal safety and trust, forcing them to confront uncomfortable realities. This can provoke a 
range of reactions, from discomfort to a desire to critically examine societal structures. 

Evoking Empathy: The anaphoric references provide insight into Connie's thoughts, fears, 
and desires. Readers may empathize with her internal struggles, feeling a connection to her as she 
navigates the complexities of adolescence, societal expectations, and the pursuit of independence. 
This appeal to readers' empathy can enhance their engagement with the story and its themes. 

Challenging Assumptions about Youth Culture: The anaphoric references contribute to 
the exploration of youth culture in this story. By depicting Connie's desires, fears, and conflicts, 
Oates challenges assumptions about teenage experiences and highlights the vulnerability of young 
individuals. This can appeal to readers who appreciate nuanced portrayals of youth and enjoy 
stories that delve into the complexities of adolescence. 

Provoking Discomfort: The anaphoric references, particularly in relation to Arnold 
Friend's manipulation of Connie, can evoke discomfort and unease in readers. This story confronts 
issues of power, exploitation, and danger, which may contradict readers' expectations of a more 
conventional narrative or challenge their beliefs about safety and trust. Readers may have varied 
reactions to the use of anaphoric references in "Where Are You Going, Where Have You Been." 
It can engage their emotional responses, question their assumptions and beliefs, inspire empathy, 
and cause discomfort or unease. The story's capacity to captivate readers on these levels adds to 
its significance and importance, creating a thought-provoking and unforgettable reading 
experience. 
Discussion 
Strategic utilization 

Joyce Carol Oates establishes narrative consistency in "Where Are You Going, Where 
Have You Been?" by using anaphoric reference strategically. Oates skillfully integrates many 
components of the story and captivates the reader by establishing coherence, directing 
comprehension, highlighting causal connections, including narrative repetitions, enriching 
character growth, and evoking suspense and tension. Oates skillfully integrates many components 
of the narrative, attracting and engrossing the reader in a deep reading experience. 

Oates uses anaphoric reference to create a feeling of familiarity and repetition that deeply 
connects with readers. The recurrent phrases and motifs establish a cadence that captivates readers 
and strengthens subject aspects. This not only improves the logical flow of the story but also 
strengthens the reader's emotional connection with the narrative and its characters. 
Research Question: 1: How does Joyce Carol Oates use anaphoric reference strategically to 
create narrative coherence in "Where Are You Going, Where Have You Been?” 
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In "Where Are You Going, Where Have You Been?" by Joyce Carol Oates, anaphoric references 
are employed strategically to create narrative coherence and deepen the exploration of Connie's 
character. For Example: 
Building Psychological Tension: Throughout the story, Oates uses anaphoric references to 
heighten psychological tension and convey Connie's increasing unease. For example: 
"She knew that she was going to like it here, sleeping late, staying up late, eating meals whenever 
she wanted, wearing her clothes till they were dirty and then throwing them away..." 

In this passage, the repetition of "she knew" emphasizes Connie's initial excitement and 
rebellion against her mundane life. However, as the story progresses, the anaphoric references 
subtly shift to reflect Connie's growing apprehension and fear. 
Foreshadowing and Symbolism: Anaphoric references in the story also serve as a form of 
foreshadowing and symbolism, creating a sense of coherence and deeper meaning. Consider the 
repeated mention of "the music" throughout the narrative: "...and it was the music that she walked 
to." 

Here, the anaphoric reference to "the music" represents the allure and temptation that 
ultimately leads Connie into a dangerous situation. It foreshadows the pivotal role music will play 
in the encounter with Arnold Friend and symbolizes the seductive power that draws Connie away 
from safety. 
Reflecting Connie's Vulnerability: Anaphoric references are employed to reflect Connie's 
vulnerability and her struggle to maintain control in the face of danger. For instance: 
"She sat with her eyes closed in the sun, dreaming and dazed with the warmth about her as if this 
were a kind of love..." 

The anaphoric reference to "she" emphasizes Connie's isolation and internal world, 
highlighting her yearning for something more exciting and fulfilling. It reveals her vulnerability 
and the desire for connection that makes her susceptible to the manipulations of Arnold Friend. 
Echoing Themes and Motifs: Through anaphoric references, Oates echoes key themes and 
motifs, reinforcing their significance and contributing to the overall coherence of the narrative. For 
example, the repetition of "where have you been?" throughout the story alludes to the theme of 
exploration and the search for identity. It reflects Connie's desire to break free from the confines 
of her suburban life while also foreshadowing the dangerous encounter she will face. 

By strategically using anaphoric references, Joyce Carol Oates creates a cohesive narrative 
in "Where Are You Going, Where Have You Been?". These references build psychological 
tension, foreshadow events, reflect Connie's vulnerability, and reinforce thematic elements. They 
contribute to a deeper understanding of Connie's character and the complexities of her journey, 
enhancing the overall impact of the story. 
Research Question:2: In what ways do anaphoric references contribute to the narrative 
structure of the story and to character development, revealing the intricacies of the 
protagonist, Connie? 
Characterization: 
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Example: "Connie was an ambitious young woman. She set her sights on becoming a 
successful entrepreneur." 

In this example, the anaphoric reference "She" refers back to Connie, emphasizing her 
ambition. It reveals an important aspect of her character—her determination to achieve success. 
Emotional Engagement: 

Example: "Connie reminisced about her childhood adventures. She would spend hours 
exploring the woods near her house, feeling a sense of freedom and wonder." 
The anaphoric reference "She" creates an emotional connection by reminding readers of Connie's 
cherished memories. It allows readers to empathize with her longing for freedom and captures her 
nostalgic emotions. 
Subtext and Subtlety: 

Example: "Connie looked at the old photograph. It showed a smiling woman, her eyes 
sparkling with mischief. She wondered if she had inherited her mother's playful spirit." 
The anaphoric reference "She" indirectly reveals Connie's contemplation of her own personality. 
It suggests her desire to understand herself better and hints at the complexity of her relationship 
with her mother. 
Narrative Foreshadowing: 

Example: "Connie held the small key tightly in her hand, a key that would unlock the 
secrets of her past. Little did she know the profound impact it would have on her future." 
The anaphoric reference "she" refers to Connie and foreshadows the significant role the key will 
play in her story. It creates anticipation and hints at the transformative journey she is about to 
embark on. 
Symbolism and Theme Reinforcement: 

Example: "Every time Connie saw a butterfly, she couldn't help but feel a sense of hope. 
They reminded her of her late grandmother, who had always said that butterflies symbolized 
transformation and resilience." 

The anaphoric reference "They" links butterflies to Connie's grandmother's beliefs, 
reinforcing the theme of transformation and resilience. It reveals Connie's connection to her 
grandmother and her belief in finding strength in challenging times. 

By using anaphoric references strategically, the narrative provides glimpses into Connie's 
character, including her motivations, emotions, and personal history. These references help readers 
form a more nuanced understanding of Connie, engage with her experiences, and appreciate the 
intricate layers of her personality. 
3. How do these linguistic repetitions reinforce the thematic exploration of identity, 
vulnerability, power dynamics, and the loss of innocence? 
How linguistic repetitions in "Where Are You Going, Where Have You Been?" by Joyce Carol 
Oates reinforce the thematic exploration of identity, vulnerability, power dynamics, and the loss 
of innocence with examples: 
Identity 

Example: "Where are you going, where have you been?" 
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The repetition of this question throughout the story echoes the theme of identity and the search for 
self. It reflects Connie's longing for adventure and her desire to break free from the expectations 
imposed on her. The repetition emphasizes the existential quest for purpose and the struggle to 
define oneself. 
Vulnerability 

Example: "She could not remember what it was that had made her so anxious." 
The repetition of the pronoun "she" emphasizes Connie's vulnerability and disorientation. It 
reflects her internal turmoil and the uncertainty she experiences. The repetition highlights her 
susceptibility to manipulation and the dangers that arise from her youthful naivety. 
Power Dynamics 

Example: "She knew that everything was over and that she had been caught and that the 
place behind her was nothing but hard space." 
The repetition of "she" underscores the power dynamics at play in the story. It emphasizes Connie's 
realization of her powerlessness and her entrapment. The repetition reinforces the imbalance of 
power between Connie and Arnold Friend, highlighting her vulnerability in the face of his 
predatory tactics. 
 
Loss of Innocence 

Example: "She was fifteen and she had a quick, nervous giggling habit of craning her neck 
to glance into mirrors or checking other people's faces to make sure her own was all right." 
The repetition of "she" in this example accentuates Connie's youthful innocence. It reinforces her 
naivety and her desire to conform to societal expectations. The repetition underscores the 
impending loss of innocence as she confronts the unsettling realities of the adult world. 

By using linguistic repetitions strategically, Joyce Carol Oates reinforces the thematic 
exploration of identity, vulnerability, power dynamics, and the loss of innocence in "Where Are 
You Going, Where Have You Been?". These repetitions create a sense of coherence, evoke 
emotional responses, and deepen the readers' understanding of the characters and their experiences. 
They contribute to the thematic richness of the story and engage readers in contemplating the 
complexities of these themes. 
Conclusion 

Anaphoric reference in Joyce Carol Oates' "Where Are You Going, Where Have You 
Been?" is a valuable tool for researchers and teachers. It allows for a thorough exploration of the 
language and literary elements of the narrative, revealing the author's stylistic decisions such as 
repetition and its influence on the narrative framework, character progression, and theme 
investigation. This approach can enhance current literary studies by providing new insights, 
interpretations, or theoretical frameworks on the tale. Anaphoric allusions reveal Oates' intentional 
use of language and literary methods, illuminating her authorial craftsmanship. Comparative 
studies allow scholars to compare Oates' use of anaphora with other literary compositions or 
explore the diverse approaches employed by other writers in using this method. 
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The teaching-learning process of anaphoric reference in the classroom fosters critical 
analysis skills, allowing students to decipher meanings and establish correlations between structure 
and substance. Anaphora analysis facilitates discourse and analysis, promoting dynamic learning 
and sharing of ideas among students. It also enhances writing and communication abilities, 
requiring clear and logical expression of analysis and substantiation of claims with textual proof. 
By emphasizing anaphoric reference, students develop a heightened awareness of the use of 
literary methods within the narrative, identifying and understanding the role of certain language 
methods in shaping the narrative and thematic aspects of a text. 

Ultimately, the employment of anaphoric reference in Joyce Carol Oates' "Where Are You 
Going, Where Have You Been?" is a noteworthy literary device that profoundly influences the 
story's narrative structure, character progression, and thematic examination. Oates achieves 
narrative coherence in the tale by strategically using anaphoric allusions to link different 
components and create a feeling of oneness. To summarize, the analysis of anaphoric reference in 
Joyce Carol Oates' "Where Are You Going, Where Have You Been?" offers valuable prospects 
for scholars to make contributions to literary studies and improve the teaching and learning 
process. 
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